
Observations from the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) on the standard  
of pupils’ achievements and personal development at THS.

ISI Inspection Summary 2022



Thorpe Hall School was inspected over three days at the 

start of the summer term 2022 by the Independent Schools 

Inspectorate (ISI), the regulatory body for independent 

schools. It comprised an inspection of educational quality 

and a regulatory compliance inspection across the  

Pre-Preparatory, Preparatory and Senior Schools.

A key part of the ISI inspection includes an assessment of 

the quality of a Thorpe Hall education against two main 

outcomes - pupils’ academic and other achievements, and 

pupils’ personal development. The ISI judgements are at 

least equivalent to those of Ofsted, the national inspectorate 

but rather than providing one overarching judgement, 

ISI inspectors award an assessment of ‘excellent’, ‘good’, 

‘sound’ or ‘unsatisfactory’ for each outcome.

Thorpe Hall School achieved the highest judgements of 

excellent and good in all key outcomes. This document 

presents some of the inspectors’ key findings and 

observations, as quoted directly from the report. 

The full report can be viewed at www.isi.net
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Motivated to learn
“Pupils are motivated, expressive and have a 

good work ethic. They gain a good level of 

knowledge, skills and understanding of the 

subjects they study. They actively contribute 

during lessons and collaborate well with 

their peers.” 

Sporting 
achievement
“Sports teams consistently achieve 

success in local, regional and 

national competitions….Talented 

pupils in sport extend their 

performance well because the 

school offers an adapted timetable 

to allow them to participate in 

enhanced training.”

Verbal 
communication
“Pupils are good and often 

excellent verbal communicators 

and are always keen to engage in 

discussion and debate.” 

Notable 
successes
“Pupils develop a wide range of 

interests outside the classroom 

through the extensive provision of 

clubs and activities provided by 

the school. They enter a variety of 

competitions in which they achieve 

notable success.”

GOOD
   

The quality of the pupils’ academic  
and other achievement
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Achievement  
and commitment 
“The achievement of the pupils reflects 

the commitment of the teaching staff, 

the clear direction set by the school’s 

leaders and the proactive and committed 

approach of governors.”

Working 
together
“Many parents responding to 

the pre-inspection questionnaire 

also noted that pupils gain the 

teamworking, collaborative and 

research skills they will need in 

later life.” 

Specialist teaching 
and mentoring
“Many pupils overcome specific 

difficulties as they learn and apply a 

range of study and organisational skills 

that they have developed through 

specialist teaching and mentoring.”

Music, dance and drama
“Pupils participate successfully in many musical activities 

through choirs, orchestras, bands and ensembles, including such 

competitions as Southend Music Festival and Associated Board 

of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) examinations. They 

achieve well in dance and drama including in LAMDA lessons 

and examinations.”



Value and respect
“Pupils feel that their opinions are valued, 

and they are treated with respect.” 

Strong moral code
“Pupils have a very strong moral code and a 

deep understanding of their responsibilities 

as members of the community in the school 

and in the wider world. They are courteous 

and respectful of others as shown by the 

maturity and their interactions with their 

peers and staff.”

Growing and 
flourishing  
“The supportive community within the 

school and the strong pastoral system 

enable the pupils to flourish and grow.”

EXCELLENT

    

The quality of the pupils’ personal 
development
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Taking 
responsibility  
“Pupils’ development of moral 

understanding and taking 

responsibility for their own 

behaviour is excellent. They have 

a clear and deep understanding of 

what is right and wrong.”   

Preparation 
for life
“The excellent level of pastoral 

care, pupil and teacher 

relationships and relationships 

amongst the pupils themselves 

create an environment which 

allows pupils of all ages to grow 

in self confidence in preparation 

for the next stage in their life.”

Learning  
to learn 
“In all aspects of the curriculum, 

they make excellent decisions and 

are tolerant of others if mistakes 

are made, knowing that this can be 

a learning experience.” 

New opportunities 
“Through the many responsibilities 

in Nursery, which the children take 

on each day, to the Year 6 Librarians 

and Science Ambassadors and the 

Year 11 Leadership Team, pupils make 

appropriate decisions and apply for 

new opportunities which help them 

develop academically and socially.”

Courtesy and respect 
“Pupils are respectful and courteous to each other as evidenced in 

the calm family feel of the school.” 
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“The Governors at Thorpe Hall School welcome the 
report from the ISI. It reinforces our belief in the THS 
leadership and staff and echoes our own views that 
the school demonstrates some of the best practices 
in education and pastoral care - across all ages, from 
Nursery to GCSE.  

The inspectors have been very complimentary about 
the teaching and the children themselves. We take on 
board their recommendations and will continue to do 
everything possible to enhance the opportunities and 
outcomes for all our students.

This incredibly positive recount of our school reflects 
the years of hard work and effort put in by Andrew 
Hampton and the previous leadership team. These are 
the solid foundations upon which Mr Duckitt is now 
so successfully building in this next exciting phase of 
Thorpe Hall School’s story.  

Our congratulations and thanks go to all for their 
support and contribution to our thriving school 
community. 

JON GORRIDGE, CHAIR OF GOVERNORS


